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THE MEDJUGORJE MESSAGE
Message of Our Lady given to Marija, November 25, 2011

Dear children! Today I desire to give you hope and
joy. Everything that is around you, little children,
leads you towards worldly things but I desire to lead
you towards a time of grace, so that through this time
you may be all the closer to my Son, that he can lead
you towards his love and eternal life, for which every
heart yearns. You, little children, pray and may this
time for you be one of grace for your soul. Thank you
for having responded to my call.
NOVEMBER MESSAGE OF
OUR LADY GIVEN TO MIRJANA
● Dear children, the Father has not left
you to yourselves. Immeasurable is his
love, the love that is bringing me to you,
to help you to come to know him, so that,
through my Son, all of you can call him
‘Father’ with the fullness of heart; that
you can be one people in God’s family.
However, my children, do not forget that
you are not in this world only for
yourselves, and that I am not calling you
here only for your sake. Those who follow
my Son think of the brother in Christ as of
their very selves and they do not know
selfishness. That is why I desire that you
be the light of my Son. That to all those
who have not come to know the Father –
to all those who wander in the darkness
of sin, despair, pain and loneliness – you
may illuminate the way and that, with
your life, you may show them the love of
God. I am with you. If you open your
hearts, I will lead you. Again I am calling
you: pray for your shepherds. Thank you.

ADVENT... a time of joyful expectation and preparation...

November 2, 2011

MEN’S PILGRIMAGE
FROM BIRMINGHAM
TO MEDJUGORJE
May 19 to 26, 2012
£534... 7 nights
Spiritual director will accompany group...
Limited to 20 places...
Contact Bernard Gallagher 0121 429 8349
for further information and to book.

It is impossible for us to refrain from speaking of what we have seen and heard.
November 2011

Acts 4 : 20
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THIS IS THE TIME
by Bernard Gallagher
This is the time, the time for my soul,
This is the time of grace.
This is the time, to open my heart,
This is the time of grace.
Time that God gives from heaven above,
A time to receive his merciful love.
This is the time, the time to prepare,
This is the time of grace.
This is the time, my time to repair,
This is the time of grace.
Time that God gives from heaven above,
A time to receive his merciful love.
This is the time, the time to repent,
This is the time of grace.
This is the time, to say I relent,
This is the time of grace.
Time that God gives from heaven above,
A time to receive his merciful love.
This is the time, the time to reflect,
This is the time of grace.
This is the time, the time to connect,
This is the time of grace.
Time that God gives from heaven above,
A time to receive his merciful love.
This is the time, to say I believe,
This is the time of grace.
This is the time, to ask and receive,
This is the time of grace.
Time that God gives from heaven above,
A time to receive his merciful love.
This is the time, to rest in God’s heart
This is the time of grace.
This is the time, to make a fresh start
This is the time of grace.
Time that God gives from heaven above,
A time to receive his merciful love.
Dear children! Today I desire to give
you hope and joy. Everything that is
around you, little children, leads you
towards worldly things but I desire
to lead you towards a time of grace,
so that through this time you may be
all the closer to my Son, that he can
lead you towards his love and
eternal life, for which every heart
yearns. You, little children, pray and
may this time for you be one of grace
for your soul. Thank you for having
responded to my call.
• Medjugorje message, November 25, 2011
• You can check out the melody at this link:
www.crownofstars.blogspot.com/2011/11/ti
me-of-grace.html

THE ROSARY TO ME
by Brother Oliver Keenan OP
● My first impressions of the Rosary
were not overwhelmingly positive: from
the outside, the recitation of a fixed
number of set prayers seemed tediously
repetitious, and the beads themselves
seemed more suited to the florid piety of
the medievals than to a 21st century
Englishman. Surely, I thought, there
must be a more enlightened way of
praying?
Serendipitously, it was during Blessed
John Paul II’s Year of the Rosary that I
began to take my faith more seriously.
Reading his Apostolic letter Rosarium
Virginis Mariae, I heard of the “urgent
need to counter a certain crisis of the

CHANGING LIVES
● On a recent visit to give her witness in
Mexico, the Medjugorje visionary Marija
was asked:
“It is easy when you fall in love with God,
especially when you go to Medjugorje,
everyone is looking for God, but what
happens here in Mexico when so many
people are not interested in God? How do
we make his love known to them?”
Marija responded: “Sometimes people
think that Jesus is dead because we do not
give testimony to others that Jesus is alive.
For example, the people that talk about “the
new age,” they speak with euphoria about it.
On the other hand, we don’t do that. I am a
mother with a family of four children and I
have to take them to school and find myself
“in the world,” and while I am in the world,
suddenly I might bump into a lady with
another girl and I always carry with me
these little medals of the Miraculous Medal

Rosary”, so that the Rosary could be
rediscovered as “among the finest and
most praiseworthy traditions of
Christian contemplation”, which still
remains “at the dawn of the third
millenium, a prayer of great
significance”. Realising my own
reservations to be prejudice, I bought a
Rosary, and decided to give it a go.
What I discovered is that the form of
the Rosary is not a condescension, but a
distillation of wisdom, an accretion of
centuries of insights into human nature,
that recognizes the difficulties we have
in bringing our restless bodies and
minds to meditative stillness. The
recitation of the prayers, and the telling
of the beads, are not the ‘main event’, but
form a space in which the Spirit can
draw us into the mysteries we
contemplate: in the Spirit, we too
become ‘eyewitnesses’ to the life, death,
and resurrection of the Lord, through the
eyes of his mother.
So for me, praying the Rosary is an
‘expression of communion’ not only with
those throughout the world who pray it
today, but with those countless
generations who have gone before us.
The Rosary may seem peculiar by
modern standards, but that is because it
is the wisdom of the carpenter, not the
wisdom of the world: it represents one
answer – provided by the Spirit through
the Church – to the question the Lord’s
disciples have put before him from the
very beginning – “teach us how to pray!”
(Luke 11 : 1).

and I try to give them to the people I find
along the way. A little medal, which is
miraculous because it does miracles! It really
helps to change someone’s life. No one has
ever rejected the gift of the Miraculous
Medal that I have given, even without
knowing me. Last week I went to a bank and
while I was in the line for the teller I met this
gentleman and he told me that he had many
problems. He began telling me about the
economic situation, that he had lost his job,
that things were very difficult in Italy. I gave
him the Miraculous Medal and he began
crying; I did not even know this person.
Many times you don’t have to give them a
solution for their lives or their problem. You
give them a solution for their lives and
problems when you give them God!
Sometimes people that have so many things
become slaves to those things. Our Lady and
God wants us free. Only in God can we find
peace.”

“Some think Jesus is dead because we do not testify that he is alive...”
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ASK AND RECEIVE
by Fr Francis Rodrigues SJ

WHAT SAY YOU ABOUT MEDJUGORJE?
● Lord, grant me the grace to
be the reason for your joy.
Your mother shows us how
we can be a joy for you. She
shows us the path to peace.
• Prayer of Cardinal Christoph Schönborn,
when he hosted the Medjugorje visionary
Ivan in St Stephen’s Cathedral, Vienna, on
November 19, 2011

worshipped. This patent and tangible
sincerity, in effect, triggered the start of
my conversion experience. And with all
these things came great joy and
willingness to do anything for God.
• Stefan Park, ordained an Augustinian
priest on October 13, 2001, and a spiritual
director to the Medjugorje Apostolate of
England & Wales.

● The apparitions of Our Lady
Immaculate in Medjugorje are an
opportunity that God gives today’s
disoriented man, and the arrival of hope,
a chance to resume their journey of faith
for the people in a country that
unfortunately was left with serious
social and familial consequences of
human failings (as a result of the Bosnian
war).
• Monsignor Giacomo Martinelli, director of
the Pontifical Academy of the Immaculate,
speaking at a Medjugorje prayer day in Italy
on November 13, 2011.

● I have read the messages
the Mother of God is said to
be giving to the visionaries.
And what I have seen and
heard tells me that there is a
strong accord, a parallel, between these
messages and what the gospels say
about the teaching of Christ. The
emphasis is very strongly on prayer,
fasting, reconciliation and peace –
themes that occur over and over again in
Scripture. One thing is clear about the
Medjugorje messages: they contain
nothing that contradicts the Church’s
official teaching, which is based on
Scripture as on a foundation. Here the
emphasis is on prayer and how to pray –
that is, with more giving of ourselves
and intensity, and new methods of
prayer; prayer not only in words but also
as something lived.
• Seamus Hegarty, who announced his
retirement in November as bishop of Derry.

● The summer of 1985 saw
me on holiday in Dubrovnik,
waiting for three days to join
up with some friends. I was
bored on my own, and whilst
considering how to amuse myself the
words of a Sunday Times article from a
couple of years back were put into my
mind: Medjugorje – people are going
there and being changed.
“I caught a bus to Medjugorje that day.
Apart from the vibrancy and charged
atmosphere of the place, what
completely penetrated my heart was the
intense and visible expression of faith
being shown by the local people as they

● Medjugorje is a sign to all
of you and a call to pray and
live the days of grace that God
is giving you.
• part message of Our Lady of
Medjugorje, April 25, 1992

● In the song ‘Impossible Dream’, the
man of La Mancha sings about the
quest – that does not end. It is the same
quest that makes many people
undertake pilgrimages to holy places,
places of prayer and penance, places
where others have received messages
for the spiritual benefit, and benefit of
humanity, through visionaries and
others who have witnessed signs and
wonders. A similar quest took some
people from our parish and a few other
parishes in England to Medjugorje for a
week last September. Some went out of
curiosity, some out of habit, others
hoping for a miracle, a healing touch, a
cure, a family reconciliation.
Jesus said, “Ask and you will receive”.
I do believe in the power of these words.
However, the modality and the time
frame may not be the way I expect, as it
is God’s time, and God’s ways are
different from mine. God’s thoughts are
always wiser than mine; God’s strength
is greater than mine.
What I personally experienced was an
outpouring spirit of generosity,
friendliness and exuberance. There were
positive vibes all around the airport, on
the coach and in the hotel, among the
pilgrims; more so at the church, holy
grounds, Apparition Hill, the Blue Cross
and Cross Mountain.
Medjugorje offers an experience of
prayer: Personal prayer (meditation and
reflection) and community prayer like
the Rosary, Way of the Cross, Eucharist
and Eucharistic Adoration. It offers
participation in the Eucharist, both in
the local language and international
languages. The melodious uplifting
music at the Eucharistic Adoration adds
flavour to one’s desire to experience
God’s loving care through the
Eucharistic Bread that sustains Christian
hope of Eternal life. Healing – through
the sacrament of reconciliation, prayers,
other faith healing, meaningful
penance – offers opportunities to
personal and community
transformation.
I had time to reflect, pray in private,
and rediscover the power of the Rosary.
Hearing time in the confessional and
concelebrating at the Masses, and
especially celebrating the final Mass for
our group of 49 pilgrims, was a special
grace.
• Fr Francis is currently serving the Sacred
Heart parish, Wimbledon.

“The emphasis is very strongly on prayer, fasting, reconciliation and peace...”
November 2011
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MARY’S MEALS
by Mark Greaves
● Magnus Macfarlane-Barrow’s first
experience of delivering aid was to drive a
Land Rover crammed with food, clothing and
medicine from the Highlands of Scotland
down to Bosnia. At the time he was a salmon
farmer: he had taken just a week’s holiday to
do it. When he got back, his family shed was
bulging with aid that had poured in from
friends and friends of friends. He quit his job,
sold his house, and learned to drive
articulated lorries. Now, about 20 years later,
his charity Mary’s Meals feeds half a million
children every day.
But that is not the start of the story. At
least, not how Magnus tells it. The real
beginning was 10 years earlier, when he was
14, and he went on a pilgrimage to a small
village called Medjugorje.
I meet Magnus for tea near London
Victoria. He is tall and in a suit; his hair is
greying a bit at the sides. He says he finds it
hard to describe the effect that first trip had
on him. “It was something in my heart – an
experience of God’s grace,” he says. Later, he
describes it as “something God seems to do
for many people there: [he] gives them an
awareness of his love for them”.
It was a madcap adventure: 10 of his
family and friends, all teenagers, turned up at
Medjugorje without anywhere to stay. They
had read an article about six children having
visions of the Virgin Mary and thought if it
was possibly true they should visit. They flew
in to Dubrovnik and drove there in two hire
cars (harder than it sounds, since their map
didn’t have Medjugorje on it).
After evening Mass a friar, Fr Slavko
Barbaric, came over to them and introduced
them to his sister, who they ended up staying
with for the week and who had children their
age. It was, Magnus says, an “amazing
mixture of the supernatural and the very
mundane” – one minute they’d be talking to
Bosnian children about Italian football and
the next “we’d all be talking about the fact
that one of them was going out with one of
the visionaries”.
At the time the six alleged visionaries were
young teenagers, too. They invited Magnus’s

group into the room where they were having
apparitions of the Virgin Mary every evening.
Magnus knows two of them still.
What struck him, though, was not the
visionaries themselves – they were “very nice,
very ordinary people”– but the faith of the
villagers and the way they responded to what
the six children were saying.
“By the time I came home,” he says, “I had
the belief that Our Lady really was appearing
in Medjugorje and that she was appearing
with a message for the whole world.”
He says that he wanted to try, “in whatever
way I could, to respond to her invitation to...
put God back at the centre”.
About a decade later Magnus was in a pub
with his brother Fergus. They were talking
about a news item they had seen about
refugees near Medjugorje during the Bosnian
war. And that’s when they thought of driving
aid there themselves.
Magnus tends to play down his role in all
this. Once the donations came pouring in, he
says, “it was harder to stop than it had been
to start”. Giving up his house and job was no
big sacrifice, he insists. He had been a salmon
farmer for six years and was “looking to do
something else anyway”.
After 20 minutes or so of talking –
Magnus, though very mild-mannered, talks at
an incredible pace – we remember to pour
the tea. Over the next 10 years, he explains,
his charity Scottish International Relief
brought aid to Bosnia, built care homes in
Romania and worked in Liberia and
elsewhere.
His stories pour out and are some of the
most moving I’ve ever heard. He talks about
11-year-old Romanian orphans so neglected
they could not walk properly. The children, all
HIV positive, had been abandoned in
hospitals and no one had lifted them out of
their cots long enough for them to learn. The
doctors, he says, “couldn’t see any worth in
those children at all and they were dying,
numbers of them, every week”.
Magnus recalls an exchange with one
doctor who said: “I don’t know why you’re
building these [care] homes for these kids.”
Pointing to one girl, Juliana, he said: “She’ll
be dead before you even finish building
them.” Now, Magnus says, “Juliana’s a young
woman, and a few summers ago I went back

£6.15 feeds a child for a year
phone donations
01838 200605 or 0800 698 1212
online donations
marysmeals.org.uk
info@marysmeals.org

for the weddings of three of those girls. It’s
been a miracle to me because we thought we
were building a hospice where they could
have a dignified death so really it’s been an
amazing thing that all of them are still alive.”
Magnus has plenty of these stories, and is
used to telling them, I think. He gives talks in
schools and to fundraising groups.
Mary’s Meals was founded in 2002. Its one,
simple idea was to provide children with a
free school meal every day. To explain how it
started, Magnus goes back to that first
Medjugorje pilgrimage 20 years earlier. His
sister, he explains, wrote an article about it in
The Catholic Herald. Printed at the end was
their parents’ address, and 1,000 letters from
all over the world flooded in, including from a
woman in Malawi called Gay Russell. Their
parents replied, but heard nothing back. They
did not know that she had gone to
Medjugorje herself, had a profound
experience, and decided to build a replica
shrine in her home country.
Magnus was introduced to her years later
because she was also a key figure in famine
relief. It was through her contacts that
Magnus’s charity was able to start work in
Malawi. And it was an encounter there that
led to Mary’s Meals.
During a visit to the villages they were
bringing food into, Magnus says, a priest took
him to see a family. The father had died a
year before and the mother had about three
or four weeks left to live. She was in agony,
surrounded by her six children on the floor of
her mud hut. She was saying there was
nothing left for her except to pray that
someone would look after her children after
she’d gone. Magnus started talking to the
oldest child, Edward, and asked him what his
hopes were in life. He said he “would like to
have enough food to eat and would like to go
to school one day”.
That encounter was “one big reason why
Mary’s Meals was born”, Magnus says. But
the idea for it actually came from Tony Smith,
a Catholic businessman and philanthropist,
who had himself taken it from George
McGovern, a US senator who helped create
the World Food Programme. When Tony
Smith shared the idea, Magnus says, he
“immediately felt this was what we were
called to do”.
Now, Mary’s Meals feeds 17 per cent of
Malawi’s primary school population, and
581,000 children globally. A free meal goes
far, says Magnus: there is evidence that
“enrolment shoots up, attendance rates
improve and academic performance improves
dramatically as well”.
The government in Malawi has now said it
wants to provide free meals for all
schoolchildren (though in practice this is a faroff prospect).

A simple idea to provide school children with a free daily school meal...
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Magnus says that, while he believes Mary’s
Meals was a fruit of Medjugorje, “we don’t
shout it from the rooftops”, and lots of people
involved in the work would not even have
heard of it.
The fruits of Medjugorje, he says, are
“beautiful and amazing. You go to all these
corners of the globe and you can see these
good things happening,” he says. “It seems to
be the source of this incredible grace.”
A year after his first pilgrimage his parents
went too, and had a similarly profound
experience. They turned their home into a
retreat centre, the Craig Lodge Family House
of Prayer. It’s there that Mary’s Meals still has
its headquarters. (Magnus’s office is a tin
shed in the garden.) He is heading back there
at the end of the day.
Magnus explains that one of the key values
of Mary’s Meals is “our belief in the innate
goodness of people”. He says: “It’s just our
experience over the years. You go back to
how we began and it was just this
spontaneous outpouring of goodness.”
He talks about fundraisers in America and
the tens of thousands of volunteers in
Malawi. He recalls people in aid camps in
Bosnia who would smuggle a quarter of their
food back to friends or relatives stuck on the
other side of the war.
“You start by thinking you’re doing all the
giving and then you go there and there’s
someone else doing something much more
amazing,” he says. “That’s one of the things I
really, really love [about the work]: it
constantly restores your faith in human
nature.”
• Edited and adapted from the Catholic Herald
● Tony Smith, the businessman
mentioned in this article, also does much
charity work in Malawi. He founded the
Krizevac Project ten years ago. The
venture started with planting an identical
cross to the one in Medjugorje on Mount
Michuru in Blantyre, as well as the
identical plaques for the Way of the Cross.
The next project was the construction of a
primary school named St James at the
base of the mountain. But the jewel was
the building of an identical church to the
Medjugorje parish church, completed and
consecrated all within 12 months. The
Krizevac Project continues with job
creation schemes for the local people to
help them become self-sufficient and the
enterprises include everything from
brick-making to computer and plant
rental.

it. Let’s dare to see our poverty as the land
in which our treasure is hidden.
MEETING GOD IN THE POOR

BORN INTO POVERTY
by Fr Henri Nouwen
OUR POVERTY, GOD’S DWELLING PLACE
How can we embrace poverty as a way to
God when everyone around us wants to
become rich? Poverty has many forms. We
have to ask ourselves: “What is my
poverty?” Is it lack of money, lack of
emotional stability, lack of a loving partner,
lack of security, lack of safety, lack of selfconfidence...? Each human being has a
place of poverty. That’s the place where
God wants to dwell. ‘How blessed are the
poor,” Jesus says (Matthew 5 : 3). This means
that our blessing is hidden in our poverty.
We are so inclined to cover up our
poverty and ignore it that we often miss the
opportunity to discover God, who dwells in

When we are not afraid to confess our own
poverty, we will be able to be with other
people in theirs. The Christ who lives in our
poverty recognises the Christ who lives in
other people’s. Just as we are inclined to
ignore our own poverty, we are inclined to
ignore others’. We prefer not to see people
who are destitute, we do not like to look at
people who are deformed or disabled, we
avoid talking about people’s pains and
sorrows, we stay away from brokenness,
helplessness and neediness.
By this avoidance we might lose touch
with the people through whom God is
manifested to us. But when we have
discovered God in our own poverty, we will
lose our fear of the poor and go to them to
meet God.
THE TREASURE OF THE POOR
The poor have a treasure to offer precisely
because they cannot return our favours. By
not paying us for what we have done for
them, they call us to inner freedom,
selflessness, generosity and true care. Jesus
says: “When you have a party, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; then
you will be blessed, for they have no means
to repay you and so you will be repaid
when the upright rise again.” (Luke 14:13-14)
The repayment Jesus speaks about is
spiritual. It is the joy, peace and love of God
that we so much desire. This is what the
poor give us, not only in the afterlife but
already here and now.
• Bread for the Journey, by Henri Nouwen

• More information at www.krizevac.org
• Telephone 0845 003 6004
• email info@krizevac.org

“Our blessing is hidden in our poverty...”
November 2011
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THE CELL DOOR THAT
WOULD NOT LOCK

“Indeed, that door would not lock,”
replied the former parish priest of
Medjugorje “it was always ajar. It is
something I cannot explain. I did not
consider it a special phenomenon. A big
guard had a master key. When prison
doors are opened, any door, the whole
prison resounds; you hear a heavy,
terrible, devastating sound. A terrifying
sound. Something like on a shooting
range when you hear shots fired. When a
cell door opens the whole space
resounds… Never did I manage to count
how many cells there were in the prison.
You hear the first lock, then the second,
the third… These locks break the silence
with such a blast that it has a frightening
effect on a prisoner. There were days
when my lock could not be locked up.
They were upset… Not me! I was in the
cell all the time; only towards the end
they moved me to another.”

by Sabrina Covic
● Fr Jozo Zovko, the Franciscan priest of
Medjugorje, falsely imprisoned by the
Yugoslav communist regime for his belief
and support of the Medjugorje
visionaries, experienced a most unusual
and daily occurrence when he was in
custody for three years – the prison
guards were unable to lock his cell door!
In an interview with Sabrina Covic, Fr
Jozo was asked: “Is it true that nobody
could ever lock the door of your cell?”

PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
O Jesus, I pray
for your faithful and fervent priests;
for your unfaithful and tepid priests;
for your priests labouring at home or
abroad in distant mission fields;
for your tempted priests;
for your lonely and desolate priests;
for your young priests;
for your dying priests;
for the souls of priests in purgatory.
But above all I recommend to you the
priests dearest to me;
the priest who baptised me;
the priests who absolved me from my sins;
the priests at whose Masses I assisted
and who gave me your Body and Blood in
Holy Communion;
the priests who taught and instructed me;
all the priests to whom I am indebted in any
other way.
O Jesus, keep them close to your heart,
and bless them abundantly in time and
in eternity. Amen.

Do not allow satan to deceive you
into thinking that you can repeat prayer.
Prayer cannot be repeated.
A mother cannot repeat her child.
A spring cannot repeat its water.
The sun cannot repeat its rays
and the human heart cannot repeat prayer.
It is the Holy Spirit who prays within us
and each Hail Mary is always a new grace,
a new gift and a new strength.
You know how an infant grows.
You know how a tree grows.
You know how a seed in the garden grows
and how a flower blossoms.
But how does a son or a daughter grow?
How does a saint grow?
How does one grow in faith,
in love and in holiness?
How does one grow closer to God?
Our Lady tells us:
“Through prayer.
From day to day through prayer?
• Fr Jozo Zovko ofm

APOSTOLATE REPORT
by John Hanrahan
Report of the Medjugorje Apostolate
leaders meeting held at St Augustine’s
Priory, Hammersmith on Saturday,
November 19, 2011.
● The purpose of the meeting was to
welcome Father Stefan Park OSA, our
new Spiritual Director. Fr Stefan’s path
to his priestly vocation was confirmed
for him during one of his pilgrimages
to Medjugorje. There followed a
personal determination to help in the
spreading Our Lady’s messages
whenever and wherever possible. He is
also National Director for Vocations for
the Order of St Augustine.
Father Stefan believes Our Lady is
asking us just to get on with it, not to
try and change the world, but by
example. Its our personal conversion
of the heart which is the most
important step, in this way we set an
example to those we encounter in our
daily lives. Amongst them, there will
be those, who can see the difference
when we put God back into the centre
of our lives. We need to prepare for
when things get rough, when disaster
strikes we are grounded, solid in our
beliefs and commitment to God. This
requires real effort because we are
surrounded by apathy.
The Apostolate is aiming to
encourage more communication
between members so that our
evangelising efforts in spreading the
messages of Our Lady to the wider
world are better coordinated.
• www.medjugorje.org.uk
• jihanrahan@aol.com

APOSTOLATE ANNUAL RETREAT
January 27-29, 2012
led by a priest from Medjugorje
Emmaus Retreat Centre, West Wickam
contact Paul Spencer to book or
for further information: 0116 2128175
pilgrimsofmary@hotmail.com

Instead of reading headlines
that disturb the heart and mind,
let us open up the Bible
and in doing so we’ll find
that this age is no different
from the millions gone before,
but in every hour of crisis
God has opened up a door.
• Helen Steiner Rice

“Day to day, grow closer to God through prayer...”
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OUR LADY’S HELP
WITH NEW YEAR
RESOLUTIONS
● Considering quitting smoking,
consuming less alcohol, dieting, or any
of the many resolutions that top the lists
at this time of year?
New Year Resolutions – promises
made to be broken, as someone once
said. But just why is it that it seems
practically the whole world gives some
thought to changing the way they live
when January 1 comes around? It’s
encouraging for the world that there is
this deep-rooted desire to change, to
improve, in the hearts of all – a need to
be at peace with ourselves and with each
other. Can it be a co-incidence that this
desire surfaces shortly after the birth of
Jesus into the world?
In one of her December message
through the visionary Marija, Our Lady
calls us to be carriers of peace in this
peaceless world. The same day she
spoke to Jakov and repeated her call for
all of us to decide for conversion. She
even asked that we make this resolution:
DECIDE FOR JESUS!
On another occasion (February 25,
1990), Our Lady said: In this season I
especially want you to renounce all the
things to which you are attached but are
hurting your spiritual life. Therefore,
little children, decide completely for
God...
That’s what resolutions are –
decisions. So here’s just a short list of
resolutions presented by Our Lady over
the many years she has been giving us
her messages. Most are variations on her
original message given to the world on
the third day of the Medjugorje
apparitions:

Peace, Peace, Peace! Be reconciled. Only
Peace. Reconcile yourselves with God
and each other. June 26, 1981
Decide for God. August 2, 1992
...decide for love so that you will burn
out of love, and daily experience God’s
love. November 20, 1986
My dear children, today I want to call
each one of you to decide for Paradise.
October 25, 1987

I call you to begin to change your life
from the beginning and that you decide
for conversion, not with words but with
life. October 25, 1992
I wish that each of you decide for a
change of life... February 25, 1993
You talk and talk but do not pray.
Therefore, little children, decide for
prayer. December 25, 1993
Today I invite you to decide for peace.
January 25, 1996

Little children, I invite you to open
yourselves and decide for conversion.
June 25, 1996

Today I invite you to decide every day for
God. June 25, 1996
...convert and start to live my messages,
not with your words but with your life.
In this way, little children, you will have
the strength to decide for the true
conversion of the heart. September 25,
1998

May your conversion and decision for
holiness begin today and not tomorrow...
dear children, be mine and decide with
me for holiness. November 25, 1998
Dear children, at this time, while you are
still looking back to the past year, I call
you, little children, to look deeply into
your heart and to decide to be closer to
God and to prayer. January 25, 2002

I’M CONVINCED!
by Fr Scott Murphy LC
● God is Great!
Medjugorje was an
experience that
marked my life. I
traveled with 80
Italian pilgrims
thanks to the
invitation of a fellow
LC priest, Fr Alberto Zanetti.
In the peaceful, prayerful
surroundings of this little town I was
able to contemplate God in the souls
of many wonderful young
people. They all left a deep
impression on me. We prayed, we
laughed, we shared more than a
good meal, we shared the faith in
conversation and in catechetical
sessions, we listened to several heart
moving testimonies of conversions,
we celebrated together in the
sacraments of the Eucharist and
Confession, we cried together at the
closing of our pilgrimage.
In our group we had a wide gamut
of spiritual experiences from a
professed atheist, to luke-warm
Catholics, to very saintly people. All
came away very much renewed, each
in their own way.
Mary brought us to Christ and in
him our hearts were filled to
overflowing!
There are many signs of
authenticity at Medjugorje. We just
have to be humble and wait till the
visions cease and the Vatican
commission studying this amazing
place comes to a conclusion before
we can officially recognize
Medjugorje to be a place like Fatima,
Lourdes or Guadalupe. Till then, I am
unofficially convinced: God is at work
here.
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LATEST MESSAGE TO MIRJANA

PILGRIMAGE
TO MEDJUGORJE
FROM BELFAST
JUNE 3 to 10
7 nights, £519

Dear children, as a mother I am with
you so that with my love, prayer and
example I may help you to become a
seed of the future, a seed that will
grow into a firm tree and spread it's
branches throughout the world. For
you to become a seed of the future, a
seed of love, implore the Father to
forgive you your omissions up to
now. My children, only a pure heart,
unburdened by sin, can open itself
and only honest eyes can see the
way by which I desire to lead you.
When you become aware of this, you
will become aware of the love of
God – it will be given to you. Then
you will give it to others, as a seed
of love. Thank you. December 2, 2011

Spiritual Director Fr Stephen Crossan CC

further details from

Marguerite O’Kane
0283 832 6326
0775 329 7993

CHRISTMAS TREES CAN GROW WITH LOVE
● In this latest message given to
Mirjana, Our Lady speaks about
receiving and giving the seed of love.
At Christmas we give and receive gifts;
tokens of our love and friendship for each
other, an outward sign that expresses the
generous love all hearts receive from God.
Some of us may be given vouchers to
redeem for gifts of our choice, usually to a
certain value. But while the monetary value
of the voucher may have a limit, the seed
sown in this act of giving and receiving does
not. It is planted, and when nurtured can
grow.
The child Jesus grew from a seed, the
Word of God, planted in the womb of Mary,
a gift she desires to share with the world.
She nurtured this gift for many years and
watched Jesus growing in wisdom, in stature
and in favour with God and men (Luke 2 : 52).
Mary’s gift was also her surrender, saying
yes to the will of God. Her Son also
surrendered his will to the Father and so
became a redeeming gift for the world.
He was and is the Tree of Life from which
we are all invited to eat of the fruit. He is our
forever Christmas Tree.
Our Lady also desires for all of her
children to accept the gift of the seed of love
in our lives, to be nourished and grow into a
firm tree, dressed in the light of Christ to
shine for others, especially at Christmas, to
bear gifts and be a witness to others in
darkness, to bring the gift of light and love
to those in need and who do not know the
love of God.
But to be able to give such a gift to others
Our Lady reminds us that our hearts must be
pure and unburdened by sin. When we
exchange our sins for the gift of grace then
the merciful love of God is born anew into

the world. Love becomes alive in every heart
which repents and seeks forgiveness. We
give birth to Jesus and witness to the Holy
Spirit anew in our lives when we choose to
exchange our sins for redeeming grace.
It is not surprising that Our Lady gives her
message for the world on the 25th day of
each month, the same day we celebrate
Christmas in the month of December. The
birth of Jesus comes just after four weeks
into the Church calendar. During the month
of Advent we wait in joyful expectation and
prepare for the coming of Christ.
The monthly Medjugorje messages of Our
Lady can be looked on as “mini”
Christmases. Our Lady carries the word of
God and delivers it with the assistance of
her chosen “midwife” the seer Marija. This
gift, this message of eternal life, is then
disseminated as seed throughout the world.
The first book of Macabees (4 : 36-61) tells
of the time when the sanctuary of God was
rededicated and purified following its
desecration and destruction by the enemies
of Israel. The day of dedication was on the
25th day of the ninth month and the
celebrations continued for eight days.
Christians are familiar with this celebratory
period. We call it the Christmas Octave.
There’s a lyric in a popular seasonal song
that says: “I wish it could be Christmas every
day!” It can and is, every time we celebrate
Holy Mass. And every month with the help
of Our Lady’s message we can give birth
again to Jesus in our lives and become the
growing Christmas Tree that she desires for
all her children.
In previous messages Our Lady has
spoken about the seed of prayer; the seed of
faith; and that we become beautiful flowers
from the seed of holiness.

PRAYERS REQUESTED... Nicky Carroll, Annie
Harkin, Pamela Rosamond, Anthony Jones,
Pam Veal, Brian Harkin Jnr, Sue & Nathan
Purcell, Mary Cullen, Bridie Duigan & family, Fr
Danny, Pat & Paul Cox, Fiona Myrlees, Amanda
& Toby, George Mealey, Wendy Berry (RIP),
Dick Williams (RIP), Peter McConville (RIP),
John McMorrow (RIP), Mona McDermot (RIP),
Nelly Finegan (RIP), Michela, Margaret Faloon
& family, Paula, Sr Margaret Mary, Luke
Emmanuel King, Ingleby family, Lavin family,
Baptista family, David Mulvihill, Fr MacCormac
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS... Marguerite O’Kane
and St Martin’s Prayer Group, Tony & Anne
Penman, Renée Namih, North West London
Medjugorje Centre, MCF, John & Nicky Carroll,
Michael & Linda Saunders, Mary Kirton, Electa
Almeida, Kitty & Colin Small, Mr Brosman, BR,
L Pidgeon, Tom, Bernard Kean, Margaret
Faloon, Anna, Mick O’Donoghue, Cathy
O’Donnell, John Ryan, Mary Barton, Ed O’Hare,
Maureen Mulvihill, Elizabeth Murray, Shirley
Bye, Sadie McDonald, Jill Nash, Miguel Rellin,
Fr Scott Murphy LC, Fr Francis Rodrigues SJ, Fr
Norbert Khangelani Nyathi, Edgeways
Newsletter, Mark Greave, Catholic Herald,
Sabrina Coviv, John Hanrahan, Fr Henri
Nouwen, Br Oliver Keenan OP, Caritas of
Birmingham, Marina Zubac, Medjugorje
Information Centre.
COPIES OF THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER...
can be obtained from Bernard Gallagher at the
address below.
THANK YOU... for the continued support
and encouragement you have given to the
newsletter and myself through the year.
I wish everyone and your families all the
blessings that come with Christmas, and
every joy for the coming year.
NEXT ISSUE... I intend to produce a
December issue (105) with Our Lady’s
Christmas message but because of the
holiday period this will not be posted out
until the New Year.
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