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Message of Our Lady given to Marija, April 25, 2013

Dear children, Pray, pray, keep praying until your heart
opens in faith as a flower opens to the warm rays of the
sun. This is a time of grace which God gives you
through my presence but you are far from my heart,
therefore, I call you to personal conversion and to
family prayer. May Sacred Scripture always be an
incentive for you. I bless you all with my motherly
blessing. Thank you for having responded to my call.

THE FRIARS AYLESFORD KENT
PILGRIMAGE IN HONOUR OF

OUR LADY QUEEN OF PEACE
Saturday 29th June, 2013

11:30 Gathering Service
MARY IN THE YEAR OF FAITH
Fr Stefan Park OSA
12:30 Mass
14:45 THE BROWN SCAPULAR
Fr Michael Manning O.Carm
15:15 ROSARY PROCESSION
Prayer with Blessed Sacrament
16:15 MARY, ATTUNED TO THE
HEART OF JESUS
Fr Anthony Doe
17:00 Benediction
Also... Prayers for peace and for
personal growth in faith...The Angelus
and enrolment in the Brown Scapular
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel... Bring
food to share at a Jacob’s Table...
● Further details from:

The Friars, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7BX
telephone 01622 717272
email enquiry@thefriars.org.uk
website www.thefriars.org.uk
●For details of coach transport from
Weybridge, Surrey, please email John
Hoskins medj@gmail.com or
telephone 07956 297503.

It is impossible for us to refrain from speaking of what we have seen and heard.
March/April 2013

Acts 4 : 20
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POPE FRANCIS AND
THE FRANCISCANS
WHY FRANCIS?
● Addressing the media as “dear friends”,
Pope Francis spoke of how the role of mass
media continues to grow and how it is
indispensable for telling the stories of
contemporary society.
Later in his address, the Pope departed
from his prepared speech to recount why he
chose the name “Francis”.
“Some people didn't know why the
Bishop of Rome wanted to call himself
‘Francis'’. Some though of Francis Xavier,
Francis de Sales, even Francis of Assisi. I will
tell you the story.
“At the election I had the archbishop
emeritus of Sao Paulo next to me. He is also

prefect emeritus of the Congregation for the
Clergy: Cardinal Claudio Hummes OFM, a
dear, dear friend.
“When things were getting a little
‘dangerous’, he comforted me. And then,
when the votes reached the two-thirds, there
was the usual applause because the Pope
had been elected. He hugged me and said:
‘Do not forget the poor.’
“And that word stuck here [tapping his
forehead]; the poor, the poor. Then,
immediately in relation to the poor I thought
of Francis of Assisi. Then I thought of war,
while the voting continued, until all the
votes were counted.
“And so the name came to my heart:
Francis of Assisi. For me he is the man of
poverty, the man of peace, the man who
loves and safeguards Creation. In this
moment when our relationship with

Creation is not so good – right? – he is the
man who gives us this spirit of peace, the
poor man… Oh, how I wish for a Church
that is poor and for the poor!”
I desire that by your example you help
sinners regain their sight, enrich their
poor souls and bring them back into my
embrace. Medjugorje message, June 2, 2012

WHEN JOZO MET FRANCIS
● Fr. Jozo Zovko, parish priest in
Medjugorje when the apparitions began in
1981, told the Croatian newspaper
Slobodna Dalmacija that he spent a long
time with then-Archbishop Bergoglio during
his visit to Argentina in the late 1990s.
“We spent a long time together and
talked about everything in Buenos Aires.
And he was interested. We prayed together
and at the end he asked me for a blessing. I
touched one fine and good man.
“He is a good choice for a Church that is
getting better, and there is no better person
than Francis to rebuild the Church. Pope
Francis’ gift to the Church is a fruit of the
grace at this time. He dares to talk about our
failures”
“He called for prayer, and his first move
as Pope was going to Our Lady with a
bouquet of flowers. There is a man who, like
Mary at Cana, sees and feels and knows
where to go.”
“We need such people deeply rooted in
prayer. He holds a Rosary in his hand, and
draws on the Gospel. It is the key that opens
all closed doors, and the Pope is showing us
the way.”

CONFESSOR A FRANCISCAN
● The confessor to Pope Francis in Buenos
Aires for the past three years is a Franciscan,
originally from the small town of Citluk just
a short distance of two miles from the
village of Medjugorje in Hercegovina!
Fr Berislav Ostojic describes Pope Francis
as “a holy man... very, very intelligent; a
quiet man and close to the people,
especially the poor. He loves orphans. He is
always welcomed with much love.”
Fr Berislav is the pastor of Jose Ingenieros
in Hurlingham, Buenos Aires and shares
pastoral duties with his brother Fr Jordan,
also a Franciscan. The two brothers belong
to the Franciscan Province of St Jerome in
Zadar.

SURPRISE APPOINTMENT?
● Pope Francis began his appointments to
the Roman Curia with a surprise: Franciscan
leader Fr Jose Rodriguez Carballo is the new
Secretary of the Congregation of Consecrated
Life and Societies of Apostolic Life.

“How I wish for a Church that is poor and for the poor...”
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PETER IS ALIVE
by Sr Elivira Petrozzi

FEAST OF THE RUNNING FEET
by Sr Elvira Petrozzi – founder of the Cenacolo Community
● The Risen Jesus is the heart of the
world. He gives life to the whole
Universe and He is the ray of light that
shines from the empty tomb on all
humanity – yesterday, today and always.
The Resurrection of Jesus is a special
and unique event. It is the
announcement of the victory of life over
death, of love over sin. Easter is the feast
of the Running Feet. Everyone arrives at
the tomb tired, sad and disappointed...
and they leave running! The Risen Christ
gives us the dynamic enthusiasm to
announce the victory.
Who are those Apostles today, those
Peters and Johns who leave and go into
the world? Who are the Magdalenes,
forgiven and reconciled with God, who
announce to everyone that Jesus is
alive? They are us, the baptised
Christians! We are the people of God
who should bring the joy of Salvation to
everyone. With Baptism and the other
Sacraments, the world of our heart, our
feelings and our human story becomes
cleansed and renovated; from simple
creatures we become children of God! It
is an exceptional event; heaven comes
down to earth to work something
extraordinary in our hearts that we
cannot keep to ourselves. We have to
speak about it.
Too many people do not know yet that
there is a Saviour who came in our midst
to bring us the mercy and the love of
God. The world is still in the dark,
troubled, full of fear, because we
Christians are living for other things. We
are not aware any more of the precious
treasure that we have in our hands; we
speak about trivialities and we give too
much importance to useless things; too
many worries fill our minds because we

are not fulfiling our true mission on
earth; our selfishness makes us sad and
our fears increase. Maybe even on Easter
morning our first thought will be: “Did
you make the coffee? Is breakfast ready?
I have such a headache this morning...”
Absurdities!
We who have a vocation, in which
there is close rapport with God, get stuck
in the mud of the world’s selfishness.
Called to the high peaks of a
proclamation that liberates, we let
ourselves be chained by the superficials
of life. Christ is risen! He is truly risen!
This is the daily experience that my eyes
are contemplating, my hands are
touching and my ears are hearing; the
dead are raised, prisoner are freed and
the blind see. The power of His
Resurrection unchains us.
There are a thousand opportunities a
day to give witness and to manifest what
the Lord has done for us: a smile, an act
of forgiveness, a hug, a service or job
done with and for love. Mary Magdalene
and the Apostles are our models, our gift
this Easter to begin to run again, to
bring everyone the good news of the
Easter morning. Death does not have the
last word; it was defeated by the life of
Christ!
“How beautiful on the mountains are
the feet of those who announce peace!”
These are your feet, my feet, our feet...
and so the world will experience the
Resurrection! Happy Easter!

● The Church is graced
with people who give
their lives everyday
without fear, finding
courage and loyalty in
Eucharistic communion the encounter with the
Crucified and risen body
of Christ. At a certain
point it also transforms our body into
the Eucharist: we become cleaner, more
generous, more like Jesus. We nurture
ourselves with Him, and gradually we
are renewed in Him; it is no longer we
who live but Christ that lives in us. He
transforms us into good bread, broken
for our brothers. It is this gift of our lives
and everything good that we do that
creates the living People of God:
smiling, transmitting virtue, speaking
positively, encouraging others, having
the strength to carry your brother’s
cross on your shoulders, making
sacrifices that become a gift without
limits...
The Apostles lived this. They followed
Jesus; and after Pentecost, from that
moment in the Cenacle, they began to
proclaim Him to everyone. Thus, the
Church was born; and Peter remained as
the Pope. He who has not yet
profoundly encountered the Holy Father
at least once cannot understand the
luminous mystery of the living presence
that exists in him. So go, look the Holy
Father in the eyes; you will see that
Peter is alive in him because, becoming
closer to him, you will feel the
tenderness of God and the beauty of a
remaining presence that gives you
safety. You will feel a dimension that
does not exist on this Earth and that
does not represent only a historical
moment; there is something else that
goes beyond what you see and someone
else that lives in that person that you
are encountering – it’s Peter that
continues to guide us to the encounter
with the Teacher.

• This article is adapted from the book:
Mother Elvira Community Cenacolo, a
collection of thoughts and teachings of Sr
Elvira. It is available at the Community
Cenacolo shop in Bijakovici, Medjugorje.

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who announce peace!”
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● Without any doubt, the most powerful
event of my whole pilgrimage to Medjugorje
was climbing Mt. Krizevac, the cross
mountain.
I’ve never liked to climb hills. I hate the
way my breath starts to hurt my lungs and
my calves burn. And I hate to sweat.
Perhaps that was why it was all the more
dramatic that as all the familiar discomfort
began with this climb, what also began was
joy, eagerness.
I wanted this climb; I wanted to get to the
top. It was as if each step came as a question
and each step I took was an answer. Yes! No
matter what... Yes! If this is the way to union,
then yes! I suddenly understood why
Christians could talk about running joyfully to
the cross. Frankly, this came as a surprise to
me “Really?” I asked myself. “You really want
the cross? You hate pain. You don’t even like
getting out of bed in the morning. You hate
penance. You don’t like to fast. This is just
emotionalism.”
But as I kept walking, I kept feeling the joy
of “throwing off everything that does not lead
to God.” I knew this wasn’t emotionalism; I
knew this was reality. Despite all the
accusations I or anyone else could throw at
me, this was reality. This was really all I had
ever wanted. I knew that within me a decision
had been made and was now being revealed
to me.
There are no words to convey the joy of
discovering that all my struggles had been
struggles with myself to walk the way of the
cross — with my weakness, my sinfulness. But
this is the road, the way I had chosen long ago.

CLIMBING KRIZEVAC
by Martha Shepherd
Mary had said in one of her messages
here: “Give up something very precious.” Now
I understood that. In my life, it has been more
that I have had things I held dear taken from
me.
Walking this hill, I found that I could say
thank you for that, for I saw it no longer as
loss but as freedom.
On this climb, I learned in the most graphic
way that to say that all people are called to
holiness is to say that all sinners are called to
holiness. The way of the cross is not just for
spiritual athletes. It is for spiritual cripples,
the spiritually immature, the spiritually cold
and lazy.
That is why it is a way of the cross, not a
sprint. It takes time to climb Mt. Krisevac —
especially if you are a 75-year-old man, 40
pounds overweight and walking with two
canes.
It takes time but you can do it. You can do it
if your friends give you a hand over the rough
spots and the group you are with doesn’t rush
you. I know. I walked with such a man.
He was part of a small group of Americans
I caught up with. They were praying Fr
Slavko’s Stations of the Cross, and as I waited
for them to finish the station they were on,
the words caught me:
“Jesus, as I see you falling, I am aware that
you are not completely on the ground. You
remain in that position as a bridge, the bond

between man and the Father, a bridge that
will overcome all obstacles, reconciling all
who are divided and healing all who are
wounded...
“Thank you for accepting the cross.
Through it, you opened a new road for me.”
A new road. The road is the Church. To
walk this way of the cross was for me to learn
what the Christian life on this side of the
resurrection is.
Jesus was kicked and lashed. When he fell,
no one helped him. No, they mocked him.
But as we climbed, no one would have
dreamed of yelling, “faster” to the old man in
our group. And when someone slipped and
fell, someone else helped her up.
Yes, if you see someone fall, help him up.
That is what the Church is, what Christian
community is. We are companions to each
other on the way of the cross. Each one is
only walking because God himself beckons
and calls.
We will not help each other get to the top
with kicks and blame, judgments and
impatience. There on that mountain, such
things seemed entirely absurd. The way was
hard enough already.
The Church is like that, an arm put out
when balance is lost, a hand when breath is
coming fast, a guide to point the way.
And the Church is universal. Such a stream
of humanity continually went up and down
that mountain that the rocks were polished
smooth. Groups and individuals, Irish,
Germans, Italians, Czechs, Americans,
Canadians, West Indians, Yugoslavians, and
people from everywhere else.

“The way of the cross is not just for spiritual athletes...”
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People who were all different — all walking
the same way, in very different ways. Some
walking barefoot. Some chatting. Some
praying litanies. A couple of people on
crutches. The healthy and the sick.
Which is the image of the saint? The
athletic one walking straight to the top
without pause or the persevering one with
cerebral palsy and elbow crutches who gets
there only with many stops and a lot of help?
Who is closer to God — the hearty Germans
in liederhosen or the sophisticated Italians
who bring their grandmothers?
All are called to holiness. All. God is calling
every one of us up the mountain of the cross,
and our task is to make the walk bearable for
each other.
Even as the people among whom I walked
taught me what it is to be Church, I found that
praying the Stations of the Cross involved
giving to God all the times it wasn’t that way.
I began this climb carrying many burdens I
didn’t know I was carrying. My questions
about the day-in-and-day-out agony of the
mentally ill, the anger of the permanently
injured, the crushing shame of the sexually
abused, the beaten down families, the
addicted, the poor and old and lonely, the
lost, the refugees.
In a symbolic version of the pain of the
world, all these people had crossed the
doorway of Madonna House, Ottawa, where I
live and serve. I was carrying them all within
me without knowing it.
From the Third Station on, I walked with
the American group praying Fr Slavko’s
Stations, simply because these stations
seemed to express so well the prayer of my
own heart.
At each station, I left all these people at the
feet of Jesus. I “left behind” all the priests I
prayed for on the Third Station, all families on
the Fourth. I rededicated myself to all the
suffering people on the Fifth, and left the
addicted and relapsed on the Seventh.
As a result, as I climbed, panted, and
sweated, I grew lighter and lighter and
experienced more and more energy, freedom,
and joy. Now Christ was bearing these
burdens. It is He who takes away the sins of
the world; I do not have to carry them.
Fr Pelton, my spiritual director, had once
remarked to me that he saw my life in the
tenth station — Jesus is Stripped of His
Garments. So it was deeply significant to me
when the leader of the group handed me the
booklet and asked me if I’d like to read the
prayers for this station.
As a good American, I kept my cool, but
inwardly I was trembling. I knew that what Fr
Pelton had said was true. I had been
humiliated, stripped, robbed of human
dignity.
And I had not borne it well. It had created
in me bitterness and fear and blocks to unity

with other people, especially with my
brothers and sisters in Madonna House.
I knew this was my big chance. I could
leave all that there on the mountain if I
wished to. I could pour out at the feet of Jesus
who is God and who had endured this shame
at the hands of his creatures, all my shame,
all my pain, and all my bitterness.
I did want to. I had not been humiliated for
many years, but only at that moment when I
chose to lay down this burden did the residue
of all this leave me completely. I left the tenth
station free of my burden.
It had taken me eight years to leave my
burdens with God, because it took that long
for me to learn that Jesus’ passion shows us
what our suffering can become on this side of
the resurrection.
He won for us the grace to suffer with love
and forgiveness, with dignity in humiliation,
with meaning even in meaninglessness.
In myself, I don’t have the courage or any
of the other qualities it takes. In myself, I
certainly cannot say, Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do (Lk 23-34). But

with the power of Christ, I can.
It began to make sense to me, that phrase,
“He redeemed our suffering.” Jesus did not
win for us the end of pain but the conquering
of evil. And surely one of the worst of evils is
to be overcome by suffering, to lose one’s
humanity and dignity in it.
At the end of this way of the cross was the
cross, the big cement cross the villagers had
built in the 1930s. By the time I reached this
cross, I had a greater understanding of the
heart of the cross that I would kneel before.
There I was — free, light, joyful. I had left
behind the burdens of others and my own
burdens. I had surrendered anything that
might have kept me from the way to God.
Now what? What lay before me on the
other side of this moment? What would meet
me at the top of this mountain, on the other
side of surrender? Having decisively
surrendered everything I had gathered in my
first 39 years, how was I supposed to live in
the next 30?
What met me, of course, was the cross, but
the cross robbed of fear and shame — the big
cement cross that has literally protected the
valley from lightning.
The answer for me as a member of
Madonna House was the Little Mandate,
Madonna House spirituality. I thought of
Catherine (the founder) saying that it is only
on the other side of Golgotha that we can live
Nazareth. Now I understood this with my
heart. Only now was I free to “Arise, go” and
live the other words of the Mandate.
Yes, the Little Mandate wrote itself into my
heart at the top of Mt. Krizevac that day. It
wrote itself into my heart as a way of the
cross, holding all fifteen stations, as a way of
life that is possible only because of all fifteen
stations.
• Reprinted with permission from Restoration,
publication of Madonna House, Combermere,
Ontario, Canada.

“It had taken me eight years to leave my burdens with God...”
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POPE FRANCIS INSPIRED BY
JPII TO PRAY THE ROSARY...
● In a tribute to Pope John Paul II
written after the Pontiff’s death in 2005,
Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio of
Buenos Aires, and now Pope Francis,
recounted how the Polish Pope’s
example inspired him to “recite the 15
mysteries of the Rosary every day.”
“If I remember well
it was 1985,” Cardinal
Bergoglio wrote. “One
evening I went to recite
the Holy Rosary that
was being led by the
Holy Father. He was in
front of everybody, on
his knees. The group
was numerous; I saw the Holy Father
from the back and, little by little, I got
lost in prayer. I was not alone: I was
praying in the middle of the people of
God to which I and all those there
belonged, led by our Pastor.
“In the middle of the prayer I became
distracted, looking at the figure of the
Pope: his pity, his devotion was a
witness... and the time drifted away, and
I began to imagine the young priest, the
seminarian, the poet, the worker, the
child from Wadowice… in the same
position in which knelt at that moment,
reciting Ave Maria after Ave Maria. His
witness struck me.”
Cardinal Bergoglio added, in words
translated by 30 Days magazine:
“I felt that this man, chosen to lead the
Church, was following a path up to his
Mother in the sky, a path set out on from
his childhood. And I became aware of
the density of the words of the Mother of
Guadalupe to Saint Juan Diego: ‘Don’t
be afraid, am I not perhaps your
mother?’ I understood the presence of
Mary in the life of the Pope.
“That testimony did not get forgotten
in an instant. From that time on I recite
the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary every
day.”
I would like the people to pray along
with me these days. And to pray as
much as possible! And to fast strictly
on Wednesdays and Fridays, and
every day to pray at least one Rosary:
the joyful, sorrowful and glorious
mysteries. Medjugorje message, August 1984

Mary is the one who says “Yes”.
Mary, help us to come to know the
voice of Jesus better, and to follow it.
Pope Francis, April 22, 2013

MORE PILGRIMAGE DATES

FR MILJENKO NEW PROVINCIAL

● Priests resident in the UK, holding a
UK or EU passport, who would like to
attend the Medjugorje Youth Festival
(July 31 to August 7) are invited to
contact Bernard on 0121 429 8349 for
details. All places are provided free of
cost by many generous hearts.
email: medjugorjeuk@gmail.com

● Fr Miljenko Šteko has been
chosen as the new Provincial
for the Franciscan Province of
the Assumption. The 44-yearold priest has pastored in
Medjugorje since August 2007,
and worked closely with the development of
the Medjugorje Information Centre.

● Mary Gillespie from Luton is leading a
group to Medjugorje that leaves from
GATWICK on June 22 and returns on June
29. Contact Mary on 01582 579120 for
further details.
● Angela Callan’ s group is also heading out
to Medjugorje from from GATWICK, leaving
on August 31 and returning September 7. For
further information call Angela on 0208
4607789.
● Marie Bedingfield has places available in
the group she is taking to Medjugorje from
NEWCASTLE on September 11 and returning
September 18. Contact Marie on 01642
530739

CROATIA’S PM IN MEDJUGORJE
● As part of a two-day visit to Bosnia
Herzegovina Croatian Prime Minister Zoran
Milanović, a declared atheist, visited
Medjugorje on Monday and was welcomed
by parish priest Fr Marinko Šakota and other
friars. The Croatian premier was
knowledgeable about the apparitions and
expressed particular interest in the first days.
He was later taken by the friars to Podbrdo
where Our Lady first appeared. The Friars
also presented Mr Milanović with rosary
beads.
And if anyone is of mind to ask why an
atheist politician should meet with Franciscan
priests in Medjugorje on the Feast of the
Annunciation, it is worth recalling the words
of the angel Gabriel when he explained to
Mary: “Nothing is impossible to God.”

MESSAGE OF MARCH 25,
GIVEN TO MARIJA
Dear children! In this time of grace I
call you to take the cross of my
beloved Son Jesus in your hands
and to meditate on his passion and
death. May your suffering be united
in his suffering and love will win,
because he who is love gave himself
out of love to save each of you.
Thank you for having responded to
my call.

PRAYERS REQUESTS... Fr Peter Carr (RIP),
Paul & Gwen Hodgkinson RIP, Br Benedict
Phillips RIP, Kay & family, Tea Susac, Teresa
& Michael Griffith, Angela Maguire, Francie, Fr
McElhill, Fr Gerry McArdle, Colm O’Donnell,
Harkin family, Catherine Wall, Patricia
McCarthy, David Harwar, Faloon family,
Elizabeth Yeboah-Djan
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS... Marguerite
O’Kane and St Martin’s Prayer Group, Tony &
Anne Penman, Renée Namih, North West
London Medjugorje Centre, MCF, BR, Mick
O’Donoghue, Elizabeth Yeboah-Djan, Ed
O’Hare, Gordon Chidlow, Edda Clarke, Nora
Moore, Arthur Higgins, Tom & Margaret
Sharkey, Sonia Reeve, Jill Nash, Bryan &
Maureen Ingleby, Brian & Anne Murtagh,
Margaret Jones, Alphonsus Daly, James
O’Mahoney, Margaret Faloon, Reggie
Donnelly, Madelyn Dixon, Jim & Maureen
Robinson, Anne Reilly, Mary Kirton, Janet
McDade, Pauline Thaha, Michael Flynn, Ben
Carter, A. Hardman, Francesca Wall, Michael &
Nancy Connolly, Tricia Nugent, Gerry
McPartlane, Fr Gerry McArdle, Sr Elvira,
Vatican Information Service, Mate Vasilj,
Bljesak.info, Brotnjo.info, Jutarnjilist, Branimir
Boban, Nenad Reberesak, Medjugorje
Information Centre.

Pope Francis: “I recite the 15 mysteries of the rosary every day.”
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RECENT MESSAGES TO THE VISIONARY MIRJANA
APRIL 2, 2013

May 2, 2013

Dear children; I am calling you to be
one with my Son in spirit. I am calling
you, through prayer, and the Holy
Mass when my Son unites himself
with you in a special way, to try to be
like him; that, like him, you may
always be ready to carry out God’s
will and not seek the fulfilment of your
own. Because, my children, it is
according to God’s will that you are
and that you exist, and without God’s
will you are nothing. As a mother, I am
asking you to speak about the glory of
God with your life because, in that
way, you will also glorify yourself in
accordance to his will. Show humility
and love for your neighbour to
everyone. Through such humility and
love, my Son saved you and opened
the way for you to the Heavenly
Father. I implore you to keep opening
the way to the Heavenly Father for all
those who have not come to know
him and have not opened their hearts
to his love. By your life, open the way
to all those who still wander in search
of the truth. My children, be my
apostles who have not lived in vain.
Do not forget that you will come
before the Heavenly Father and tell
him about yourself. Be ready! Again I
am warning you, pray for those whom
my Son called, whose hands he
blessed and whom he gave as a gift to
you. Pray, pray, pray for your
shepherds. Thank you.

Dear children!
Anew, I am calling
you to love and not
to judge. My Son,
according to the
will of the Heavenly Father, was
among you to show you the way of
salvation, to save you and not to judge
you. If you desire to follow my Son,
you will not judge but love like your
Heavenly Father loves you. And when
it is the most difficult for you, when
you are falling under the weight of the
cross do not despair, do not judge,
instead remember that you are loved
and praise the Heavenly Father
because of his love. My children, do
not deviate from the way on which I
am leading you. Do not recklessly
walk into perdition. May prayer and
fasting strengthen you so that you
can live as the Heavenly Father would
desire; that you may be my apostles
of faith and love; that your life may
bless those whom you meet; that you
may be one with the Heavenly Father
and my Son. My children, that is the
only truth, the truth that leads to your
conversion, and then to the
conversion of all those whom you
meet – those who have not come to
know my Son – all those who do not
know what it means to love. My
children, my Son gave you a gift of the
shepherds. Take good care of them.
Pray for them. Thank you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE... PLEASE READ
● It’s three years since the the last
“spring clean” of the mailing list for
the Medjugorje newsletter, so I’m
taking this opportunity to ask
everyone on the mailing list to contact
me and let me know if they want to
continue to receive copies of the
Medjugorje Message.
This issue (117) will be the last sent
out to names on the current mailing
list. The next issue (118) will be
posted only to those who have
confirmed they still wish to receive
the newsletter.
There are three ways you can confirm.
1. Complete the form below and post
it to the address shown.
March/April 2013

Bernard Gallagher
188 Lightwoods Hill
Smethwick
Warley
West Midlands B67 5EH

THIS WOMAN... THIS MAN...
● Two very similar phrases caught my
attention recently...
‘THIS WOMAN’ – as spoken by the
scribes and pharisees in a recent
gospel reading (John 8 : 1-11).
The other was ‘THIS MAN’ – as
spoken by our new Pope at the end of
a Mass he celebrated at the vatican
parish of St Anna.
Both phrases were used as a way of
introduction; the pharisees and scribes
bringing the adulterous woman to the
attention of Jesus and in full view of
everyone around; Pope Francis
introducing a priest from Argentina to
the congregation and pointing out the
good work done by the priest in taking
care of the needs of young children.
The pharisees condemned the
woman; the Pope praised the man and
asked the people to pray for the priest.

FEEDING OF FIVE THOUSAND
● During the process of preparation
for the Conclave of Cardinals to elect a
new Pope, Director of the Vatican press
office, Fr Frederico Lombardi, presented
data on the media representation
gathered in Rome for the event: 4,432
temporarily accredited journalists
joined the 600 permanently accredited
journalists and the total represented
1,004 news outlets, 65 nations, and 24
languages.
Imagine that? Five thousand
journalists being fed by the Body of
Christ and in turn feeding millions...
That’s Good News!
The wind blows wherever it pleases;
you hear its sound, but you cannot tell
where it comes from or where it is
going. John 3 : 8
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DO NOT FORGET
by John Tandy
Podbrdo (Apparition Hill)

Mt Krizevac

DO NOT FORGET the things your
eyes have seen, nor let them slip
from your heart all the days of your
life; rather, tell them to your children
and to your children’s children.
Deuteronomy 4 : 9

SEEING THE LIGHT
● On the afternoon of the seventh day
of the Medjugorje apparitions... five of
the group of six visionaries, Vicka,
Ivanka, Mirjana, Marija and Jakov
accepted an invitation from two women,
Mirjana and Ljubica, social workers
employed by the communist authorities,
to join them for an excursion in their car.
Why should they do this? One of the
women, Mirjana, was known to the
visionaries, a neighbour and resident of
Bijakovici, and presumably the children
and their parents trusted her.
They were taken to Capljina. Later that
afternoon it began to dawn on the
visionaries that they would not be back
in Medjugorje in time for the scheduled
visitation of Our Lady on Apparition Hill,
and they realised that this had been the
real intention of the two women, to keep
them away from Podbrdo.
Around 6:30pm the children asked
one of the social workers to stop the car
there and then. The woman pretended
she didn’t hear them, but was given little
choice but to pull up at the roadside
when a bright and almost blinding light
appeared before her. The visionaries
jumped out of the car, walked away from

the road and then knelt and faced
Podbrdo (Apparition Hill) which could be
seen in the distance, flooded by intense
light.
The light moved towards the children
and with it Our Lady appeared. They
went down on their knees praying as the
apparition appeared before them. Later,
after returning to Medjugorje, the two
social workers reported all they had
seen and heard to the parish priest Fr
Jozo Zovko.
The place where
this apparition took
place is at Cerno,
between Medjugorje
and Ljubuski.
Pilgrims travel past
the spot every day,
most of them not
realising the
importance of the
location. All that is
clearly visible among
the rocky terrain is
the Church of St Leopold Mandic, erected
some years ago to commemorate this
unique happening in the early days of
the Medjugorje phenomenon.
And if you stand at the roadside, it is
not difficult to imagine how the social
workers felt at seeing the intense light
make its way towards them from the
distant Apparition Hill and being the
only witnesses to the children receiving
this apparition. Whatever questions they
had been asking the children that
afternoon, the sight of Our Lady’s light
coming to them in this way could only
have confirmed in their hearts the truth
of the answers they had received from
the visionaries.

● Maybe it’s because I am at that age in
life where I am beginning to forget
things that this passage from a recent
Mass reading caught my attention.
I was even speaking with someone
after the Mass who was also
experiencing memory lapses and we
were consoling each other that it isn’t
such a bad thing to live in or for the
moment and not get too concerned
about all that has happened in the past
which we have forgotten about. Life is
not about the past but what is to come.
Our Lady also asks in her messages
not to forget, so that tells me she is very
familiar with the memory lapses. But
her occasional prompts are welcomed
by me. It’s not always a case of being
forgetful but distracted.

DO NOT FORGET...
to seek God’s graces...
to live the messages...
I am with you...
this is a time of grace...
your home is in heaven...
without God you can do nothing...
love conquers through prayer...
I love you with a tender love...
I am your mother...
to read Sacred Scripture...
you are travelling to eternity...
you are passing like a flower in a field...
your freedom is your weakness...
all are important in God’s great plan...
Jesus gave his life for you to be saved...
you live in a time of grace...
your shepherds...
But my favourite reminder has to be:
“Do not forget that your life does not
belong to you, but is a gift with
which you must bring joy to others
and lead them to eternal life.”
I suppose there is always a danger for
anyone who has experienced the graces
of Medjugorje, to put aside at times all
that has been received, and even to bury
the gifts. I don’t think this is ever
intentional, but the world does have a
way of making its presence felt and
reducing our attention and commitment
to keep walking in the direction Our
Lady would want us to. Hence her
reminders and repeated teaching – lest
we forget.
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