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Message of Our Lady given to Marija,
October 25, 2012

Dear children! Today I call you to
pray for my intentions. Renew
fasting and prayer because Satan
is cunning and attracts many
hearts to sin and perdition. I call
you, little children, to holiness
and to live in grace. Adore my
Son so that he may fill you with
his peace and love for which you
yearn. Thank you for having
responded to my call.

● The “Year of Faith” began on October
11, 2012 and will end November 24
2013, a year in which the whole Church
is invited to proclaim and share its faith
with “the people of our time”.
Jesus, and Isaiah before him, also set
out in their time to “proclaim the Lord’s
year of favour.” Luke’s gospel describes
the declaration:
Jesus came to Nazara, where he had been
brought up, and went into the synagogue on
the sabbath day as he usually did. He stood
up to read, and they handed him the scroll
of the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he
found the place where it is written:

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,
for he has anointed me. He has sent me to
bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim
liberty to captives and to the blind new
sight, to set the downtrodden free,
to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour!
He then rolled up the scroll, gave it back
to the assistant and sat down. And all the
eyes of the synagogue were fixed on him.
Then he began to speak to them, “This text
is being fulfilled today even as you listen.”
And he won the approval of them all, and
they were astonished by the gracious words
that came from his lips. Luke 4 : 14-22
Here marked the beginning of the public
ministry of Jesus, the light of the world,
the true light that enlightens all men.
Those that serve him, who follow him,
are light-bearers continuing to bring the
love of God into the world.
This is the desire of Our Blessed
Mother revealed in her October message
to Mirjana (above), for the Church, her

ENTERING THE
YEAR OF FAITH
Dear children! I am calling you and
am coming among you because I
need you. I need apostles with a pure
heart. I am praying, and you should
also pray, that the Holy Spirit may
enable and lead you, that he may
illuminate you and fill you with love
and humility. Pray that he may fill you
with grace and mercy. Only then will
you understand my pain because of
those who have not come to know the
love of God. Then you will be able to
help me. You will be my light-bearers
of God’s love. You will illuminate the
way for those who have been given
eyes but do not want to see. I desire
for all of my children to see my Son. I
desire for all of my children to
experience his Kingdom. Again I call
you and implore you to pray for those
whom my Son has called. Thank you.

truth but with humble hearts filled with
love, for if we speak without love then
we are simply a gong booming or a
cymbal crashing; to give the blind new
sight, to those who have been given eyes
but do not want to see. For this we need
to be filled with grace of merciful
compassion. May the blind see Jesus in
us. May they recognise his merciful love
in our witness, in our faith. May we
bring faith to those in darkness, to the
downtrodden, to the captives in this
“Year of Faith” declared by the Church,
God’s light- bearer on earth.
With this message Our Lady reminds
us that we are called to be light-bearers
of God’s love. This is the mission of the
Church. It is the mission of Our Lady,
Mother of the Church to bring all her
children to know the love of God, his
Kingdom.

• Message to Mirjana, October 2, 2012

children, to proclaim their faith and
God’s love in this year of favour, this
‘Year of Faith’.
She invites us to pray to the Holy
Spirit to enable us, to empower and
anoint us with conviction, to lead us, just
as Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into
the desert, and the places where there is
no love; to enlighten and be bearers of

• Medjugorje has proved to be a doorway
to renewed faith for many ‘people of our
time’ these past 31 years.

It is impossible for us to refrain from speaking of what we have seen and heard.
September / October 2012
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YEAR OF FAITH, A NEW JOURNEY
● In October 2011 Pope Benedict XVI
announced a ‘Year of Faith’ inviting Catholics
to rediscover the gift of faith and to seek new
ways of proclaiming it.
The Year will begin on 11 October 2012 –
the 50th anniversary of the opening of the
Second Vatican Council – and conclude on 24
November 2013, the Solemnity of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, Universal King. The start date of
11 October 2012 also marks the twentieth
anniversary of the publication of the
Catechism of the Catholic Church. It coincides
too with a gathering of bishops from across
the world in Rome for a synod themed, ‘The
New Evangelisation for the Transmission of
the Christian Faith’. One of the key emphases
of the Year of Faith is to come to know better
and deepen our understanding of our
greatest treasure.
Everyone is invited to participate in this
Year of celebration and mission, mindful that
faith is not meant to be private, but
professed and shared. Please do support it
and get involved as you can.
+ Bishop Kieran Conry, Chair, Department
for Evangelisation and Catechesis, Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales

MARY’S ‘FAITH’ MESSAGE
● Dear children; Again I call you to faith.
My motherly heart desires for your heart
to be open, so that it could say to your
heart: believe. My children, only faith
will give you strength in life's trials. It
will renew your soul and open the ways
of hope. I am with you. I gather you
around me because I desire to help you,
so that you can help your neighbours to
discover faith, which is the only joy and
happiness of life. Thank you.
• Message to Mirjana, October 2, 2008

allow ourselves to be guided by Mary, model
of faith, in meditating on the mysteries of
Christ, and day after day we are helped to
assimilate the Gospel, so that it shapes all
our lives. Therefore, in the wake of my
predecessors, especially the Blessed John
Paul II, who ten years ago gave us the
Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae, I
invite you to pray the Rosary personally, in
the family and in the community, learning at
the school of Mary, which leads us to Christ,
the living centre of our faith.
• Benedict XVI, Ocotber 7, 2012

AND THE CREED...

A STAR ALONG THE WAY...
● Venerable and dear Brothers, 11 October
1962 was the Feast of Mary Most Holy,
Mother of God. Let us entrust to her the Year
of Faith, as I did last week when I went on
pilgrimage to Loreto. May the Virgin Mary
always shine out as a star along the way of
the new evangelization. May she help us to
put into practice the Apostle Paul’s
exhortation, “Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly, teach and admonish one another
in all wisdom […] And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him” (Col 3:16-17). Amen.
• Conclusion of Pope Benedict XVI homily at
today’s opening of the Year of Faith

CALL TO PRAY ROSARY...
● I would like to suggest to everyone to
renew the prayer of the Rosary in the
upcoming Year of Faith. With the Rosary, we

● It is by believing with the heart that you
are justified, and by making the declaration
with your lips that you are saved. May the
Year of Faith lead all believers to learn by
heart the Creed and to say it every day as a
prayer so that the breathing agrees with the
faith.
• From the Pastoral Aid for the Year of Faith

THE PROFESSION OF FAITH...
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things
visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only
Begotten Son of God, born of the Father
before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; through him
all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and
became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and
rose again on the third day in accordance
with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.

• A family pray the Rosary at Medjugorje

He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his kingdom will
have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic
Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of
sins and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

“Let us entrust this time of grace to the Mother of God...”
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TRUE FEAST DAYS
by Fr Edward
● This year I did not have any idea where
to go for my holidays. In my
conversations with my friend, I stated
that perhaps August would be the best
month to take holidays.
I wanted to visit a Marian Shrine
somewhere, but after checking the internet, I
couldn’t find anything for August. So I said Our Blessed Mother knows everything so She
will figure out something for me.
About two weeks later, another friend of
mine, Ian Walker, emailed me and asked if
I’d like to visit Medjugorje. This question and
invitation came out of the blue and I gladly
accepted it. Then immediately I thought that
this surely is Our Blessed Mother inviting me
to Medjugorje.
Meanwhile I was worrying about my
parish and hospital duties, wondering who
would fill in while I was away. But during my
prayers I heard an inner voice: “Don’t worry,
trust me, am I not your Mother?” Everything
went better then expected. Not worthy of
such goodness, Our Blessed Mother treated
me royally.
After a flight from Edinburgh to London
Gatwick (North Terminal) and a transfer to
Gatwick (South Terminal) which went
smoothly, I met the group of 39 people with
their pilgrimage leader, Ian Walker, who is
truly devoted to Our Lady. We flew together
to Dubrovnik and then transferred by bus to
Medjugorje.
That first evening in Medjugorje was a
very pleasant surprise for me. After a
delicious dinner, the whole group went to the
parish church at about 11 pm. I couldn’t
believe my own eyes. I saw a huge number
of people praying outdoors during Holy

Eucharistic Adoration. I asked someone next
to me how many people were there? Could
be around ten thousand or more! – came the
answer. Wow! The air was warm and
pleasant but the prayerful spirit was high,
charming and uplifting. You could feel there
the real presence of the Lord and Our Blessed
Mother, Queen of Peace.
But this wasn’t enough for the first
evening! On our way back to the hotel where
we were staying, we encountered many
groups of young people sitting on the
pavement and joyfully singing church hymns.
Filled with admiration, I thought with delight
that this was a beautiful preparation for the
Solemnity of the Assumption of Our Blessed
Lady.
Every day in Medjugorje was a true feast
day filled with prayerful delight. Daily
solemn Holy Mass at 10:00 am in English,
with a homily, was the centre of each day.
Holy Rosary, Adorations of the Blessed
Sacrament and Stations of the Cross, along
with a prayer before a special statue of the
Risen Christ, gave me a chance for deeper
reflection and a greater appreciation for all
the graces I have received. Celebrating Holy
Mass in the Divine Mercy Chapel on two
occasions was also for me a very special time
and place to realize how much all of us need
Divine Mercy to obtain real Peace.
I saw so many people queuing for
confession which was available in many
languages including Arabic. Having been
encouraged by the local priests to join with
other priests in order to help them out with
hearing confession, I was sitting down for 34 hours daily to administer the great
Sacrament of Divine Mercy – Confession.
After confession, the penitents’ joy was
overwhelming.
Two meetings with Our Blessed Mother
through one of the six visionaries, Ivan
Dragicevic, were for me exceptional and
remarkable highlights of the pilgrimage. Ivan
has a daily visit and vision with our Blessed
Lady. Both meetings were unforgettable. The
message during the first one was for priests
and took place in his chapel, on Thursday, 16
August 2012 at 6.40 pm. During the second
one on Friday, 17 August 2012 at 10 pm held
at the Blue Cross on the hill, the message
was for everyone. Our Lady Queen of Peace
wants us to pray, more then ever, for her
beloved priests, bishops and the Holy Father
and to be carriers of peace and goodness to
the whole world because we are God’s and
Our Blessed Mother’s children. She loves us
so much and wants us to be with Jesus.
Her presence and her Motherly Blessing
and prayers over all of us “Go in peace, my
dear children” inspires me personally to help
her out in her salvific work by being a living
sign of God’s Peace.

SEVEN GIFTS...
Dear children! I am calling you and
am coming among you because I
need you. I need apostles with a pure
heart. I am praying, and you should
also pray, that the Holy Spirit may
enable and lead you, that he may
illuminate you and fill you with love
and humility. Pray that he may fill you
with grace and mercy. Only then will
you understand my pain because of
those who have not come to know the
love of God. Then you will be able to
help me. You will be my light-bearers
of God’s love. You will illuminate the
way for those who have been given
eyes but do not want to see. I desire
for all of my children to see my Son. I
desire for all of my children to
experience his Kingdom. Again I call
you and implore you to pray for those
whom my Son has called. Thank you.
• Message to Mirjana, October 2, 2012

Bless me with a pure heart...
enable my heart...
lead my heart...
illuminate my heart...
fill my heart with love...
fill my heart with humility...
fill my heart with grace...
fill my heart with mercy...
Amen
Seven gifts given by the Holy Spirit
to create a pure heart... All of Our
Lady’s messages invite a response. The
prayer posted above and compiled from
the message to Mirjana also seeks a
response, not just from the Holy Spirit
but also from myself, a heartfelt action.
Enable my heart…
when I say ‘yes’.
Lead my heart...
when I follow the call.
Illuminate my heart...
when I examine my heart.
Fill my heart with love...
when I follow the will of the Father.
Fill my heart with humility...
when I recognise my sinfulness.
Fill my heart with grace...
when I confess my sins.
Fill my heart with mercy...
when I forgive unconditionally.
Any of one these actions will lead to a
pure heart. One action enables all other
actions.

“Go in peace, my dear children...”
September / October 2012
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No special access
for Mirjana and
other visionaries...

A MEETING WITH JESUS AND MARY
● In all her apparitions, Our Lady has
called us to prayer. She did not ask for
new forms of prayer, nor did she offer
them. She rather asked for old forms to
be renewed and to be given a new life
force.
Such is the case with Medjugorje, too.
At the beginning she suggested seven
Our Father’s, Hail Mary’s and Glory Be’s,
and the Creed as the minimum of daily
prayer. Then she called for one part of
the Rosary and finally for all three parts.
On the eve of the great feast of her
Assumption, August 14, 1984, Our Lady
said through Ivan Dragicevic:
“I would like the world to pray with
me these days. As much as possible, to
fast on Wednesdays and Fridays, and to
pray at least the Rosary every day;
joyful, sorrowful and glorious
mysteries…”
To pray the Rosary means nothing else
than to find a way to be with Jesus and
Mary.
By meditating on the mysteries of
their life, we are with Jesus and Mary: be
it the joy of Christmas and the
seriousness of the presentation in the
temple, or the sorrow and bloody sweat
on his face, the wound on his back from
the scourge and the cross, or the crown
of thorns on his head. When we are daily
linked with Mary and Jesus by such
meetings, then the joy of victory over
death and sin is guaranteed to us with
them and the special gifts of the Spirit
and final triumph in heaven are assured
us.
So, to recite the Rosary does not mean
to hide oneself somewhere in a corner
and to live far from the world and life. It

means to prepare oneself for one’s own
and other people’s crosses, the way
Jesus and Mary carried them. To be with
them means to have troubles and
problems, and yet never to become
embittered. To be with them means to
experience contempt and
disappointment, and yet never to seek
revenge. To go with them means to go
the way of a person who believes in God
who makes everything new.
Every prayer can be finished in a hasty
manner so that we “say” all our prayers
to the end without having met Jesus and
Mary. If we do this there is the danger
that prayer will become a waste of time
for us and we will never come to like
prayer. It is just like meeting a friend. If
we never have time for our friend or, if
the time we devote to him is too short or
if we speak with bad grace, then our
friendship is bound to die.
Therefore it is important to have time
for the prayer of the Rosary and for
every prayer.

● The Medjugorje seer Mirjana
Dragicevic-Soldo, who receives
apparitions of Our Lady on the second
day of each month, has stressed that
she and the other five seers are not in
any way more privileged than the
pilgrims who come to Medjugorje, and
that it is wrong to assume that they
have special access to Our Lady over
and above anyone else.
Speaking in the Medjugorje parish
magazine Glas Mira the 47-year-old
seer stressed that it was wrongthinking for some pilgrims to think it
is enough to speak with or touch the
visionaries for Our Lady to hear them,
because as our Mother she has no
privileged children. “We are all her
children and she chooses each of us
for various missions”, said Mirjana.
“Six of us have been chosen to receive
Our Lady’s messages in this way but
you are invited to be the apostles and
bring these messages to others.”
Mirjana then referred to an earlier
message she was given this year on
January 2nd.
Dear children; As with motherly
concern I look in your hearts, in them I
see pain and suffering; I see a
wounded past and an incessant
search; I see my children who desire to
be happy but do not know how. Open
yourselves to the Father. That is the
way to happiness, the way by which I
desire to lead you. God the Father
never leaves his children alone,
especially not in pain and despair.
When you comprehend and accept
this, you will be happy. Your search
will end. You will love and you will not
be afraid. Your life will be hope and
truth which is my Son. Thank you. I
implore you, pray for those whom my
Son has chosen. Do not judge because
you will all be judged.

• adapted from the book:
Pray With The Heart, by Fr Slavko Barbaric

“It is important to have time for the prayer of the Rosary...”
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LATEST MESSAGE
REPEATS CALL FOR
FASTING ON BREAD
AND WATER...
by Jakob Marschner
● Fasting on bread and water is
paramount in offsetting plans that Satan
is having at this time, Medjugorje
visionary Marija Pavlovic-Lunetti told
Radio Maria when sharing the message
the Virgin Mary had given her earlier in
the evening of October 25 (see cover).
“Our Lady knows that Satan is studying the
situation and is working on something, and
Our Lord reminds us that certain devils can
be forced away with prayer and fasting.
During all these years Our Lady has called
us to fasting. After this message, and
starting with me, I have to get better about
it” Marija commented.
When the Virgin Mary calls to fasting, she
means on bread and water alone, Marija
repeated on Radio Maria.
Sparing neither locals nor pilgrims, the
seer went on to lament what she sees as a
laxity in fasting throughout the Medjugorje
movement:
“From the first days Our Lady began
asking us to fast, and I would say it is what
we do the least of nowadays, starting with
us and going on to all the pilgrims” Marija
said.
“Fr Slavko began fasting seminars in the
early years, and unfortunately fasting was
not practiced as much as other aspects of
the message. We manage somehow, but I

think this message was given at the proper
time, and winter is coming where we find all
sorts of excuses.
“I remember that from the beginning until
a few years ago “bread and water” meant
bread and water. Sometimes [visionary]
Vicka’s sister and I used to argue with Vicka:
we might make some tea, and Vicka would
say: no, just bread and water” Marija
continued.
“We have become a bit wishy-washy
without the biblical “yes yes, no no”, and
some serious fasting would make us more
decided and more saintly, too.”
“What is fasting exactly? More like
turning down things than a fast?” Radio
Maria director Fr Livio Fanzaga next asked
the visionary.
“She said bread and water.”
“Bread and water from midnight to
midnight?”
“Exactly.”
“Wednesday and Friday?”
“Yes. At first, it was Friday and then
Wednesday was added. Then, for us, a
novena was asked for, so we would fast for
nine days. When you have the Spirit, your
willpower comes through.
“I think I will get better at it as Our Lady
said pray and fast for my intentions. I ask
from my heart, and I hope all your listeners
will too because if she asks, it is for our own
good” Marija replied.
Fr Livio asked, “In a message that she
gave you in 2010, Our Lady said that Satan
destroys you with what he offers, that is
why it is important to know how to
renounce?”
“Yes, and going back to the example
about tea: you start with tea, then it
becomes a bit of fruit juice, then a little fruit,
a few vegetables. A little at a time our
‘fasting menu’ has grown. If she says bread
and water, it has a reason,” responded
Marija
“Yes, she said just a small crack is
necessary” continued Fr Livio.
“And Satan knows how to get through it.
Instead Our Lady says ‘be with me’. We
want to be saintly with God.
“She also just said ‘Adore my Son so that
he may fill you with his peace and love’. We
might be looking for it, but our road to
holiness is to say ‘yes’ to God daily, even in
the little things. Put God in the first place,
and the rest will be given to you. If you have
God, you have everything” Marija replied.
“Then you can walk the path towards
holiness even in your family life or work
environment?”
“Yes, that is exactly the way it is. Our Lady
calls us to go forward decidedly towards
God, towards fasting, towards grace and not
sin, or things not of God.”

WHY FAST ON
BREAD AND WATER?
by Fr Slavko Barbaric
● In Medjugorje, the Madonna has
asked for a return to fasting. In
response to the question, “What is the
best kind of fast?”, the Virgin
responded, “Bread and water, of
course.” We recognise that bread and
water is not the only way to fast, but it
is the “best” way, according to the
Madonna.
One has to grow into “bread and
water” fasting. If one has never fasted at
all, it may be very discouraging to begin
to fast on bread and water only, unless
one receives a call from the Lord.
There are other ways of fasting which
will accomplish the same objectives in us
and, at the same time, help us to move
forward to the best fast. For example, self
denial from certain foods, eating foods
without seasoning, eating foods we
dislike, skipping desserts, and simply
eating considerably less at each meal are
just a few ways of fasting related to food.
The important thing is that we begin to
fast in some way – now.
In Medjugorje, however, there is an
emphasis on fasting on bread and
water, and there is a profound
meaning to it. Bread is the food of the
poor. To have or not have bread is one
of the essential questions of our
existence.
The willingness to live on water and
bread for one day shows a willingness to
be poor before God, well-disposed to his
will. It means following in the footsteps of
the prophets and in the footsteps of those
who have been put to the test in order to
give testimony to their faith.
Bread is the basic food of his people
and at the same time bread is the symbol
of life. Water is also irreplaceable in our
life. Water is also a sign of spiritual
purification. In these two truths the
message is expressed: come back to life
and live. Come out of your impurities and
be pure. We are invited to live on bread
and water two days a week. As the
Madonna said, bread and water are the
ideal fasting. The person who lives in this
way, two days a week, is certainly doing
something good to his body, spirit and
soul.
The Mother of God has invited us in
full freedom. And so, that means if we
are very tired, or we have worked
hard, or we are not in very good
health, we must not be afraid to take
tea or coffee and eat some little thing.

“Willingness to live on bread and water is willingness to be poor before God...”
September / October 2012
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WHERE ARE THE
MIRACLES AT
MEDJUGORJE?

SECRETS REVEALED DAILY AT MEDJUGORJE...
● During his homily in St James’ church
an Irish priest made mention of the
Medjugorje secrets... but stressed that it
was important to recognise also that
other secrets are shared with priests daily
in Medjugorje during confessions.
I had never looked at it that way before
and his remark gave me much to ponder on
for the rest of my recent pilgrimage at
Medjugorje.
Another incident that I haven’t stopped
thinking about since returning home
happened when I made my own confession
at Medjugorje.
It was late in the evening, around 9:00pm,
when I set out to find an english-speaking
priest. I wasn’t surprised that hardly a soul
was about as it was an extremely cold
evening. The only confessional that had a
light on was servicing a handful of Italian
pilgrims – and then I noticed a small group
of four or five women hovering outside a box
further down the row of confessionals. The
priest was just about to lock the door and
finish for the night. The sign on the door

Having a direct
line can often
save time
queueing for
confession at
Medjugorje!

indicated he spoke German and English, so I
asked if he had time for my confession. One
of the group quipped that the priest would
probably be more than happy at hearing a
man confess after listening to so many
women!
The priest returned to the confessional and
sat down again in his chair. I followed and
closed the door and then asked him if he
would mind if I stood as I was unable to
kneel with both knees on the kneeler in front
of him. Even on one knee brought its
problems.
Then the young German priest surprised
me when he he got up and told me to take
his chair. I hesitated, but he insisted. It was a
strange feeling. But what really surprised me
was when the priest then knelt down on the
penitential kneeler in front of me. I had
expected him to stand. It was a complete role
reversal and I said to him, “This reminds me
of the time Jesus knelt before his disciples to
wash their feet.” The priest smiled and made
the sign of the cross to begin hearing my
confession.
This incident really brought home to me
that it is Jesus, in all reality, we meet with
when we confess our sins, and that the priest
acts with the full authority of Jesus when we
are blessed with absolution.
Jesus said, “Do you understand what I
have done to you? You call me Master and
Lord, and rightly, so I am. If I, then, the
Lord and Master, have washed your feet,
you should wash each other’s feet. I have
given you an example so that you may
copy what I have done to you. “I tell you
most solemnly, no servant is greater than
his master, no messenger is greater than
the man who sent him. Now that you
know this, happiness will be yours if you
behave accordingly.” John 13 : 12-17

● IN MEDJUGORJE the miracle is not
so much in Our Lady’s apparitions, nor
in the words she speaks to us, but in
the pilgrim’s reply, who accepts to
change his heart and life. That is the
great miracle!
Take St Francis: the miracle was not
that Jesus spoke to him, but in the fact
that he gave up everything to become
poor in everything.
In the Gospel we read of the rich
young man who was called by Jesus.
The miracle wasn’t that he saw Christ
and heard his call; it would have been
in his response, had he responded. But
he preferred his riches to Jesus. That is
a miracle which did not occur.
In Medjugorje a pilgrim can decide
to see a miracle or not. It is not a
miracle for God to talk; it is normal. In
Medjugorje it is the pilgrim who
decides if a miracle will occur or not.
All he has to do is to open his heart to
respond to the call.
• Fr Jozo Zovko ofm
● CONVERSION remains the key to all
reconciliation and to the Church’s
ministry of reconciliation. All
individual and collective reconciliation
springs from the conversion of hearts.
The social fabric of the Church and
the world will be reformed and
renewed only when conversion is
interior and personal.
The needed reform of oppressive
economic and political structures in
the world cannot be effected without
the conversion of hearts.
The reconciliation of humanity at
the level of individuals, communities,
peoples and blocs of nations presumes
the conversion of individual hearts
and must be based on truth.
• John Paul II to the bishops of the USA on
their “Ad Lima” visit, May 1988.
Dear children! Today I call you to give
me your heart so I can change it to be
like mine. You are wondering, dear
children, why you cannot respond to
that which I am seeking from you. You
are not able to because you have not
given me your heart so I can change it.
You are talking but you are not doing.
I call on you to do everything that I am
telling you. That way I will be with
you. Thank you for having responded
to my call. May 15, 1986

“Now that you know this, happiness will be yours if you behave accordingly...”
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ISABEL RODGERS
A tribute by Nick Foley

SOME NOTES ON A VISIT TO MEDJUGORJE
VICKA RELOCATES
● It’s always a joy to go and see the
visionary Vicka give her testimony to
pilgrims. She has suffered much again
this year, mainly having to deal with
operations on her back, and so hasn’t
always been available to give her
witness.
It now seems that her days of giving
witness on the stairs outside her
grandmother’s house may have ended, or be
limited. Now she speaks with pilgrims at
another venue, the orphanage at Viacona.
There are advantages for pilgrims. They can
be accomodated more comfortably, inside
and outside, and there is also a beautiful
chapel available to wait and pray. The taxi
fare is 10 euros per car (instead of five)
because it is outside the Medjugorje parish
limits. But there is also good parking for
taxis and coaches.
When Vicka gave witness at Bijakovici the
numbers had grown so large that there were
serious traffic problems and I think this is
partly the reason why Vicka has moved out
to Viacona.
When I attended she spoke with German
and Hungarian pilgrims in the first instance
who were seated in a spacious hall where
Mass could also be celebrated. Afterwards
she spoke to Italian pilgrims outside while
her talk was also translated for englishspeaking pilgrims.
Occasionally there is access to Vicka’s
former home in Bijakovici and the room
where she received most of her daily
apparitions for over 25 years. One of the
rooms has been converted into a payer room.

BUILDING BOOM CONTINUES
● The building development continues in

Medjugorje and especially in Bijakovic on the
road that leads to Apparition Hill. Council
officials have begun to exercise more
stringent enforcement of building regulations
and there are inspectors also visiting shops
and houses checking that taxes are being
collected and paid accordingly.

PRAYER PERSISTS
● The daily prayer programme and liturgical
events of the parish routinely normalise
eveything that happens at Medjugorje. The
peace is retained because of this structure
laid down in the very early days of the
apparitions by the Franciscan pastors.

BLESSED WITH GOOD WEATHER
● The sun shone for the seven days I was in
Medjugorje (mid October) with temperatures
during the day hovering around 24. When
the sun set the chill set in also. Although the
pilgrimage ‘season’ was drawing to a close,
there were large numbers from Italy,
Germany and Ireland, boosted at the
weekend by pilgrims from neighbouring
towns and countries.

VALUE MEALS
● Food is always good value when eating
out and portions are large. May I recommend
the Vegetable Platter at Viktor’s restaurant.
Wonderful taste and value!

THE SUNDAY STROLL
● I never cease to be amazed at the large
number of local families that climb
Apparition Hill on Sundays. It has always
been a strong tradition since the apparitions
began in 1981 and it’s wonderful to see so
many, old and very young, trekking up and
down the hill with rosary beads in hand.

● With sadness we record the death of
Isabel Rodgers, co-founder of the North
West London Medjugorje Centre with
Peter, her deceased husband. Amongst
the early travellers to Medjugorje, Isabel
and Peter first created a Croat-English
prayer book for pilgrims and then the
much-loved Scriptural Rosary booklet. In
1989, they founded the Harrow
Medjugorje Centre, later to become the
North West London Medjugorje Centre.
Together, they established a regular
Rosary group at St Luke’s, Pinner and
initiated house Rosaries in May and
October which still flourish. The devotion
of Isabel and Peter to Our Lady and to the
Divine Mercy has inspired devout
Christians and wavering believers alike.
Isabel was born in 1920 in Pau, near
Lourdes in the Pyrenées and came to the
UK when she was two. She qualified as a
teacher of biology, but always assisted
with coaching in sports, especially tennis.
She married Peter in 1954 and lived in
Pinner from 1963 with Simon and
Josephine, their two children. They were
closely involved in promoting the work of
the former Catholic Radio and TV Centre
in Hatch End and worked with the centre
to produce a cassette tape and booklet on
“Praying the Rosary”. When Peter died,
Isabel took a more subdued, but no less
vital, role in the work of the Medjugorje
Centre; right up until the time of her final
brief illness, she involved herself closely
with all its activities. Her powerful
presence was a continuing support for
those around her and she will be sadly
missed.
With the support of the Centre, Isabel
took it upon herself each year to promote
the celebration of the Feast of Divine
Mercy on the Sunday after Easter and
became a wonderful advocate of the
messages received from Our Lord by St
Faustina.
Isabel died peacefully in hospital on
22nd August, the day after her 92nd
birthday. A Requiem Mass was celebrated
for her on 3rd September at St. Luke’s
church, Pinner. The church was packed in
tribute to a remarkable and inspirational
lady. As Peter once said, he was blessed
with a loving and very prayerful wife.
Together and apart, they gave so much to
others. May they rest in peace and may
the Centre continue to offer the
Medjugorje message of Peace and
Reconciliation in their memory.

Vicka has been giving almost daily witness to the apparitions for over 31 years....
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
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● It was Medjugorje Unfolds, the latest
book by Fr Bob Faricy and Sr Lucy Rooney,
which catapulted us back to Medjugorje
recently. Undoubtedly, once one has been, it
is almost impossible to read anything about
the happenings there without wanting to
catch the next plane, to experience the
peace and beauty of that place again.
I had forgotten how cold it could be in
winter in that great Church of St James,
totally unheated and scoured by the bitter
winds from Siberia, for eight hours at a
stretch (give or take the odd half-hour when
we huddled in our hired mini-bus for
unthawing sessions); or that the food in the
hotels was so basic, and the only toilet
facilities near the Church so primitive, in
fact, non-existent this time, as they were
being demolished.
Joy is the word. Like finding lost
innocence. Medjugorje strips one of some of
the barnacles of comfortable piety, and one
finds oneself, praying, adoring, perhaps
fasting too, as the rest of these marvellous
people of Croatia do, feeling like one did at
one's first Holy Communion.
As you walk along the narrow lanes, you
may encounter the youngsters to whom it is
believed Our Lady has been appearing every
evening for the past four years. Marija, we
found cleaning out the yard where the
animals are kept beside her home, and
Vicka, outside her house, near to the hill
which was the site of the first apparitions.
To meet these courageous, simple, and
totally unspoilt young visionaries, it is
impossible to disbelieve what is happening
in this remote Croatian village, yet there are
some who cannot accept what is reported
from Medjugorje.
“Go and see for yourself” is the only
possible answer.

A very early
photograph
of the visionary
Marija Pavlovic.

Where would one see people praying as
they do in Medjugorje every night for over
three hours, filling the Church, usually to
overflowing, for almost five years?
Where would one find Confession being
heard every day, at all times? Or people
tramping down country lanes in the bitterest
or hottest weather, prepared to walk or to
accept a lift, as two elderly ladies did when
we stopped to offer one, on their way back
to a village 12 miles away?
I wanted to say to the good and holy
priest whom we invited to the Day to be
held in honour of Our Lady of Medjugorje,
April 12, and who declined saying he
preferred to wait until the Vatican gave it the
final approval (I could have cried for him.
losing Our Lady as he does): “Dear Father.
you and I will, please God, be safely in
Heaven before that day arrives, for you
know as well as I, that the apparitions will
have to have ceased before the slow wheels
of that vehicle get down to sorting out
whether Our Lady was sent to Earth to bring
us a solemn invitation to repentance, prayer
and fasting, and you will have missed Our
Lady’s presence on earth just as surely as
you missed Lourdes and Fatima; Our Lady is
inviting you now, and she needs your
response, and your devotion, because the
urgency is so great.”
Response becomes responsibility, once
one has grasped what Our Blessed Mother
is asking us to do, to pray continuously, to
be reconciled to God, and to do penance.
Our particular response was to find a hall,
Queen Mary's College, Mile End Road,
London, where on April 12 we would invite
some of the leading theologians who have
observed and examined the facts and the
historial background to the events in
Medjugorje, to enable the 1000 odd people
there to be Mary’s Messengers, and carry
the good news the length and breadth of
this country.
Emboldened by the thought that England
was, and please God still is, Mary's Dowery,
we asked if it were possible for the
visionaries to ask Our Lady to give a
message for this day.
We got the message, praise God, which
will be read out by Fr Michael O’Carroll who
received it from Ivan on Mt Krizevac on the
night of February 28.
Part of this beautiful message was to ask
us to pray continuously and to be united
with Our Lady in prayer.
So on that day, Saturday April 12 we
invite you to do that, and just as she says to
the young people at the end of each
evening’s apparition, Our Blessed Mother
will say to each and every one of us “Thank
you for your response to my call.”

PRAYER GROUPS

● PORTSMOUTH
Medjugorje prayer group meets on
Tuesdays at 11:00am in the Discovery
Centre attached to St John’s Cathedral,
Bishop Crispian Way. All are welcome.
● WEYBRIDGE Surrey
Medjugorje prayer group meets every
Thursday night at 8:00pm for an hour
at Christ the Prince of Peace, Portmore
Way, Weybridge.
● If you would like your prayer group
advertised in this newsletter email
Bernard at medjugorjeuk@gmail.com
or telephone 0121 429 8349
● Information and help on starting a
prayer group can be found at:
www.medjugorjecalling.com

PRAYERS REQUESTS... Fiona Myrlees, Vince
Neal & family, Maureen Forrest & family,
Margaret McAuley, Bridie Duigan & family,
Theresa Birkett (RIP), Vera & Ron Thornton,
Veronica Reaney (RIP), Siobhan H., Marie and
Claire, Nicky Carroll, Mifter, Harkin family,
Colm O’Donnell, Reggie Donnelley, Anne &
Peter Ashworth, Faloon family, M. Madden,
Frances Murnaghan, Lydia, Erin Gallagher (RIP)
& family, Vincent & family, Marie & Claire,
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS... Marguerite O’Kane
and St Martin’s Prayer Group, Tony & Anne
Penman, Renée Namih, North West London
Medjugorje Centre, MCF, Bill & Joy Reilly,
Elizabeth Ruane, Annette Richards, Patricia
Oakshott, Mick O’Donoghue, Kate Daley, John
Connolly, Frank Wright, Eileen Connolly, Felicia
Mills-Acquah, Barbara Stocker, Bill Reaney, Ed
O’Hare, EC, Christina Canale, Brian & Anne
Murtagh, Gordon Chidlow, BR, Jim Lacey,
Margaret Faloon, Janet Jones, Richard Pilmore,
Catherine Daley, John Connolly, Gail Forrest,
Nora Moore, Jill Nash, Janet McDade, Roger
Foster, Janet McMorran, Peter & Anne
Ashworth, Mary Murphy, Maureen & Bryan
Ingleby, Srs Patricia & Immaculata,
Fr Edward, Ian Walker, Nick Foley, Jakob
Marschner, Fr Jozo Zovko OFM, Fr Slavko
Barbaric OFM, Medjugorje Information Centre.

visit... www.crownofstars.blogspot.com
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